Welcome to Access to Higher Education, pathways run specifically for mature students planning to go to university.

Where are the courses run?

Currently these are offered at the Bromsgrove Campus.
What are the pathways?
· Access to Combined Studies, which includes humanities and teaching

· Access to Nursing and Health Professions, including midwifery
· Access to Social Work

· Access to Science.

How do you get onto the pathways?

· Be at least 19 by September 1st of the year in which you start

· Complete the NEW College application form

· Attend at interview and complete this task

· Wait for your letter confirming what pathway and what mode of study you have been offered.

What are the modes of study?

One year, full-time programme, requiring attendance up to five days of the week between 9.15 and 4.30. It is suited to those who have: 
a) A strong academic starting point and potential to achieve quickly
b) Sufficient time to make this intensive commitment.
Two year part-time day programme, up to six half days per week, attending between 9.15-2.30.  During each year, you will concentrate on half of your subjects. This programme is suitable for those who have a strong academic starting point, but are limited for time, for example by family commitments.
Two year part-time core-subjects programme, which involves about five half sessions in which you study your core subjects over two years alongside a limited but adequate programme of vocational subjects. This pathway is suitable for those who may have much basic work to do on maths and English, and need to build their confidence and skills.

Two year evening programme, which involves two or three evenings a week, 6.00-9.00 p.m., currently Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays for two years. This programme is suitable for students whose work and family commitments rule out day time study, but who have a strong academic starting point. (Note that this mode is not available to science pathway students.)
What is a strong academic starting point?

Usually one of two things:
a) Provable qualifications: especially Cs in English, maths, science GCSE
b) Results from this assessment which suggest that you could reach the appropriate level of achievement quite quickly.

Sometimes we advise students to take a preparatory course either before we can make them an Access offer, or during the time between the consultation and the start of the course.

Is it possible to mix and match these modes?

Yes, students sometimes spread their studies across the day and evening.  
Can I move from one programme to another?

Yes, students frequently move from full-time to part-time, though be aware that not everything in the daytime programme is offered in the evening.

What do I get if I succeed on my pathway?

The ACCESS DIPLOMA, along with GCSE equivalence in maths, English and, if necessary, science. The Access Diploma consists of credits. Most subjects offer you 12 credits so that you can build up the minimum requirement of:

· 45 level three credits (A level standard)

· 15 level two credits   (GCSE standard)
Your Diploma will also be graded.
So what’s all that really worth?
It’s a nationally recognised kite-marked qualification. Colleges have to go through a rigorous process to set up an Access course and we have to submit an annual report to the awarding body, OPEN COLLEGE NETWORK WEST MIDLANDS REGION. Every five years, we have to resubmit our access programme to this body and a panel examines the proposal in detail. In consequence, to a university, it’s as good as A levels.
What subjects are included on my pathway?



All students have individual or group tutorial sessions with their PERSONAL TUTOR, for such things as academic guidance or careers advice. Day students have a weekly session available for ucas guidance.

Time tables permitting, you can mix and match as appropriate through the pathways, for example someone planning a career as a science teacher would take the science pathway, but might add the semi-independent study as an opportunity for research on an aspect of education.

Each subject has approximately 1.5 hours’ teaching per week, with an additional workshop in English, maths and IT.

How do you assess Access credits?

By essays and other written non-timed assignments, oral tasks, portfolios and timed written tasks.
What can make me a successful Access student?
· Take our advice on which mode to follow

· Make childcare, travel and shift work arrangements in advance

· Plan study time. For every hour you spend in a classroom, you should allow at least another hour for private study.

· Attend regularly and stick to deadlines

· Form supportive study groups with other students

Seek help if things are not going according to plan. Personal tutors are there to help with such strategies as:

· Dropping a subject if you have taken too much on

· Moving from full time to part-time

· Arranging a consultation with our learning supporters if it seems that you might have a learning difficulty such as dyslexia or dyspraxia

What if I haven’t studied formally for years?

· Always take our advice on the mode of study you should follow

· We know that many of our students will need to “begin at the beginning” either because they have forgotten things, or because there were gaps in their education. In maths, for example, we begin with level one work, even though the aim is to get to level two.

Any particular reason why I should take Access rather than another level three course, such as A level?

Access is built for mature students, so you will feel at home with the subjects, the teaching and assessment methods, your fellow students.
Tutors have chosen to teach mature students on the Access pathways because they enjoy working with them and have many years of experience doing so.

Access courses incorporate study techniques as a taught and assessed area, for which you get credits, so if you need to learn how to learn, Access is for you!

Time dedicated solely to UCAS preparation is unusual on level three courses and helps our students to make a good impression with the universities.

Only Access permits you to build in the three essential GCSEs alongside your level three qualification.
So what does it cost?

The fees for 2010-11 are subject to confirmation, but are expected to be:

· £850.00 full time

· £425.00 part time, per year.
But the good news is that you don’t pay if:

· You are receiving means-tested benefits, such as Income Support, Job Seeker’s Allowance, Housing Benefit

· You are under 25 and have not got a full level three qualification.
· You don’t have any level 2 or 3 qualifications

· You might get an Adult Learning Grant. 
· You might get assistance with such things as travel costs and childcare, either in our own nursery/crèche facilities, or in others which are OFSTED approved.
I still don’t know what days my pathway will run!

Sorry, we don’t have that information until the summer when timetables have been drafted, so we invite you back for an open evening on 14th July at 6pm. You can meet tutors and each other, get provisional timetables and subject fact sheets. 

What about work experience?
THIS IS IMPORTANT. If you are thinking of teaching, nursing, health professions or social work, you will not get into university, even with an Access Diploma, unless you have some relevant vocational hands-on experience. This will often need to be voluntary, though nursing students can sometimes get paid care home work. It can be done alongside your Access course, but must be ongoing by the time the universities are ready to offer you an interview, from January of the year in which you are hoping to go to university. 
You should start looking for this experience as soon as possible.

All daytime courses include:





English and study techniques 


Maths (if you do not already have it)


IT





You will also study vocational options:


Nursing and health professions- health studies, cell biology, human systems, psychology


Social work- sociology, psychology, social policy, professional practice for social workers


Science- cell biology, human systems, level three physics and chemistry, GCSE science if necessary


Combined studies:


Humanities: English literature, history, semi-independent study, with a social science such as psychology or sociology


Teaching: English literature and history , GCSE science if necessary, one or two other subjects, such as a social science, or semi-independent study








All evening classes include:





English with study techniques


Maths 


IT (optional)


GCSE science (for those who need it, for example teaching candidates)





You will also study vocational options:


Nursing and Health Professions – health studies, cell biology, human systems, psychology


Social Work – sociology, psychology, social policy, semi-independent study, which can be directed at a social work research topic.


Combined Studies: (Humanities and teaching) history, English literature, sociology and semi-independent study.
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